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INTRODUCTION

ECIT 91, the 1991 European Conference on Iteraction Theory, took place
in Lisbon, from September 15 to 21, 1991, at the Colégio Pio XII, on the
Universidade de Lisboa Campus. This was the 8th in a series of conferences
on iteration which started in 1973 in Toulouse.

There were 57 participants, not counting accompanying persons, from the
following 11 countries: Austria (3), Czechoslovakia (3), France (6), Germany
(5), Hungary (1), Italy (6), Poland (7), Portugal (12), Spain (13), Switzerland
(1), Ukraine (1).

There were 43 communications, from among others, on the following
topics:

— turbulence and iteration

— characterization of chaos

— kneading theory

- symbolic dynamics

— bifurcation

- periods of maps

- topological dynamics

— discrete retarded dynamical systems

— cellular automata as dynamical systems

— iterative roots of formal power series

— iterative roots of polynomials

— phantom iterative roots

- iterative groups and semigroups, families of commuting functions

— algebraic aspects of iteration theory

— functional equations: the translation equation, iterative equations.

The scientific program ended with a “round table” discussion on iteration,
focusing on present trends and problems for the future. The local organizers
were J. Sousa Ramos, J. P. Lampreia and Ana Nunes.

An excursion took place, providing an introduction to the architectural
treasures, the beautiful scenery and also to the culinary delights of the Lisbon
area.

The members of the Scientific Committee were

G. L. Forti (Milano) L. Reich (Graz)

J. Llibre (Barcelona) A. Sharkovsky (Kiev)
Ch. Mira (Toulouse) J. Smital (Bratislava)

L. Paganoni (Milano) J. Sousa Ramos (Lisboa)

M. Pollicott (Porto) Gy. Targonski (Marburg)



The basic idea again was to bring together “dynamicists” and “functional
equationists” on (more or less) common ground: iteration theory. At any rate,
interesting results were presented in both fields. Also the two groups continued
to become acquainted with each other and with each other’s work, and one day
massive co-operation may result.

We thank Ana Nunes: as one of the three local organizers, she contributed
much to the success of ECIT 91, both in the phase of preparation and during
the conference. We are grateful to José Carlos Tiago de Oliveira. He found
for us the Colégio Pio XII, the venue of our conference. Qur sincere thanks
are also due to Fundagdo Calouste Gulbenkian, Instituto Nacional da Inves-
tigagao Cientifica and Junta Nacional da Investigagio Cientifica e Técnologica
for financial support of the conference.

The next European Conference on Iteration Theory is planned for 1994,
possibly in Hungary.

- José Paulo Lampreia (Lisboa)
Jaume Llibre (Barcelona)
Christian Mira (Toulouse)
José Sousa Ramos (Lisboa)
Gyorgy Targonski (Marbury)
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